Village Games- helping to deliver the Big Society vision, across Derbyshire. 

Village Games is a great social action project for communities. It translates people’s enthusiasm for community sport and physical activity, into volunteer action. This, in turn is building community spirit, improving relationships between different groups and age groups……
Our idea is that if you go out and listen to what people want you can then give them a helping hand by recruiting volunteers, finding an instructor or coach and a venue and publicising a class or an event and set up activities right on the doorstep. There are often village halls,

community centres or playing fields available and there’s an amazing network of qualified coaches and teachers in Derbyshire.

‘I’d seen what a massive difference the Community Association made in my own village of Chinley. A group of volunteers got together with the parish council to ask people in the village

what they wanted. Five years on we have a thriving free cinema, we’ve refurbished the community centre which is booked out for everything from parties to Brownies and amateur

dramatics; we’ve drained the football pitches, resurfaced the netball court; and we even have our very own fell race. There are over a dozen activities and clubs to choose from in the village, with three netball teams, girls football, family sports, a cycling club and much more. Friends visit from big cities like London and Birmingham and joke that we have more going on here than they have at home!’
Promoting Social Action

Encouraging and enabling people to play a more active part in society

HOW?
Village Games Co-ordinators listen to people, young and old in communities across rural Derbyshire. They help them to decide which activities they would like to start up, and then involve and engage them in organising and co-ordinating them. 

Toni, works as the Village Games Co-ordinator in South Derbyshire. Her approach to encouraging others to transform their lives through sport, is to act as a catalyst: ‘It has to come from the community. I talk to local people about what they want to do and then ask them to get involved and become a volunteer. I help support them in learning how to run the activities they want to do themselves. The Village Games is amazing – it’s going to grow and grow.’ 

Since joining the Village Games team Toni’s helped set up youth activities across South Derbyshire. She has supported a band of local people in Willington who formed an Action Group to target anti-social behaviour. WAG Chair Andrew Macpherson says: ‘After 15 years without a youth club it was decided the best way to engage the youngsters was not to reinvent the wheel but to look at club based activities. It’s a real pleasure to see the number of kids that come along, it’s also great to see the support we are getting from the rest of the village.

Opening up public services

Enabling charities, social enterprises, private companies and employee owned co-operatives to compete to offer people high quality services.

HOW?

The Community Sports Trust is a social enterprise, delivering high quality community sports development services in a refreshing innovative and dynamic way. Results so far have far exceeded expectations, both in terms of participation in sport and physical activity, and in the engagement of local people as volunteers. The Village Games project employs the services of freelance, agency and coaching company leaders and coaches, with a focus on quality, customer satisfaction and feedback. 

Empowering Communities

Transferring power- giving local councils and neighbourhoods more power to take decisions and shape their area.

HOW?

Through Village Games, we are finding that once communities are involved in deciding and organising clubs, activities and events, they often progresses onto a desire and commitment to shape the leisure service and facilities in their area. Village Games Co-ordinators are helping groups of local people to apply for funds to improve their facilities. This includes resurfacing of courts, floodlighting projects, refurbishment of village halls, and in some cases, the desire to run their own community facilities.
* Village Games in Derbyshire has shown that once identified, village volunteers can make things happen in a way that is impossible for those from outside. With professionals there to support, encourage, inspire and give confidence, local volunteers will take an idea, and turn it into something special, and sustainable.

* Sport and physical activity have the ability to engage whole communities in social action, in a way that little else can. The benefits of an active community have been widely reported since Village Games began in Derbyshire. It engages school children and young people, professionals, retired people and unemployed people as volunteers, as well as improving levels of physical and mental health and wellbeing.

* Volunteers in Derbyshire have gone beyond the organisation of events and activities, and are now improving facilities and access to services- vital in rural communities. Longer term, improved community spirit is leading to a better quality of life and involvement in village life.

