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VILLAGEGAMES

Derbyshire




The Derbyshire Village Games team are developing activities, clubs, inter village competition, festivals and events to encourage people to participate in sport and recreation. The project is the catalyst to a programme of coach development and volunteer recruitment, and is helping to build village identity and social interaction villages across the county.
From July 2010-11, the Village Games team have developed clubs, activities, events and festivals with 50 communities across Derbyshire. There were over 36,000 attendances at Village Games projects in the first year.

156 coaches and 160 volunteers have been involved. Activities have ranged from Return to Netball, Rounders, Streetdance, T’ai Chi, Jogging, Adventure Sport, Parkour, Zumba, and much more. There have been fun days and sports days, and the first ever Chinley Village Games, with tug o’war, a mini decathlon and races.
Village Games Co-ordinators and the Coach and Volunteer Development Officer have worked with youth groups, sheltered housing, primary schools, community associations, parish councils, over 60’s groups, village hall committees, scouts, cubs, brownies and guides, leisure centres and sports clubs to improve provision in their communities. 

The key to the success of the project has been the ‘bottom up’ approach, with Village Games Officers finding out what local people want, and helping to put the activities right on their doorstep in village halls and playing fields. Developing activities locally means that people get to know others in their own village, and friendships develop. Activities for families, and inter generational classes like Zumba really bring together different groups in the community.
Feedback from participants and partners in the project has been really positive. 

 “Firstly let me say thanks for starting this. I was looking to get back into netball. Not having done this since school it was great to be able to play again & with so much interest & enthusiasm it was a great first re-introduction” (Back to Netball Player, Hayfield)
“My twins had a great time and have already asked when the next one is. Josh was very happy that football wasn't one of the activities as he, and some younger boys, don't always like it.  Teaching children about other sports such as cricket, rugby or even rounders is just as good. So a big thanks for that.”  (Amber Valley mum)
"A group of local people came together after anti social behavour was identified as being prevelent in Willington, After 15 years without a youth club it was decided the best way to engage the youngsters was not to reinvent the wheel but to look at club based activities. Its a real pleasure to see the number of kids that come along, its also great to see the support we are getting from the rest of the village. its really brought people together. 

(Anderew Macpherson, Willington Action Group (WAG) Chairman)
 
Over the past year, the Village Games project in Derbyshire Dales has begun to have a really positive impact on our rural communities and in particular the support that they receive to develop activities and clubs in their area. The Village Games Coordinator has developed a range of projects through effective work with partners, securing funding and empowering volunteers has resulted in more opportunities and also a sense that people are becoming more active in their village. We fully expect this to continue into next year and beyond and with the 2012 Olympic and Paralympics Games just round the corner, we look forward to delivering some exciting events that with enthuse and activate more people across the Dales. (Rob Wilks, Derbyshire Dales District Council).
So what’s next? The Village Games team are working with a further 60 villages this year, so if you live or work in rural Derbyshire, please get in touch with your local Village Games Co-ordinator, and help to get people active! 

Go to www.villagegames.org.uk  for details of your local co-ordinator, follow us on Twitter @village_games or find us on Facebook.
